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In 2005, Tyler Perry took Hollywood by storm. The movie he wrote, produced, and starred in,
Diary of a Mad Black Woman, opened number one at the box office and went on to gross more
than $50 million. In its first week on sale, the DVD sold 2.4 million copies. At the same time,
Perry was starring nightly across the country in a soldout stage show he'd also written,
produced, and scored-Madea Goes to Jail-even as another one of his productions, Meet the
Browns, was touring nationally. Every week in 2005, 35,000 people saw a Tyler Perry production.
His second feature film, Madea's Family Reunion, opens in theaters in February 2006. Now, this
triple-threat actor/playwright/director, has written his first book, and it features his most beloved,
most irreverent creation: sixty-eight-year-old grandmother Madea Simmons.Madea is at the
center of all of Tyler Perry's work, and she's always unfailingly outspoken, dead-on, and
hilarious. But in Don't Make a Black Woman Take Off Her Earrings, Madea shares more than she
ever has before- about herself, and about what she thinks of everyone around her. The topics
inimitably covered by Madea (a term of endearment for "Mother Dear") include love and
marriage, child-rearing, etiquette and neighborliness, beauty tips, health tips, financial tips, the
Bible and the church, and, of course, gun care. She's brazen, feisty, and never at a loss for
words, but at the heart of everything she says- and at the heart of all of Perry's work-is a
resounding message of faith and forgiveness.Shockingly hilarious, surprisingly moving, and as
rousing and inspiring as a great gospel show, Madea's words of wisdom, memories, and straight-
up in-your-face advice will be cherished by Perry's numerous fans- and it all comes just in time
for Mother's Day. Tyler Perry is about to take the publishing world by storm.

A New York Times Notable Book of 2016"A gripping, deeply human account... Moving, elegiac."
—The New York Times Book Review"Splendid and richly detailed... President Roosevelt won
reelection in November, was inaugurated in January, and died in April, three months into his
fourth term. After that came the cold war and atomic weapons and a new diplomatic policy
called 'mutual assured destruction.' Lelyveld shows with clarity and shrewd judgment how it
came about." —The New York Review of Books"Psychologically intense... Pinning down FDR’s
innermost thoughts is always an elusive goal for a scholar, but Lelyveld... has the fortitude and
skill to properly analyze FDR’s decision-making process. What makes His Final Battle so
exceptional is Lelyveld’s admirable ability to write nonfiction with highly stylized lyrical beauty." —
The Washington Post “Gripping… Masterfully told… Lelyveld brings to this project a complex
mind (but approachable language) equal to Roosevelt’s complex character (but comforting
rhetoric)… A heroic and poignant picture.” —The Boston Globe"A compellingly nuanced, almost
day-by-day account of the great man’s final year of life." —Time“A careful, somber and
sometimes harrowing account of FDR’s last 16 months… [Lelyveld’s] full and disciplined



investigation of an important theme makes a significant contribution to FDR scholarship.” —The
Wall Street Journal“A gripping book that will substantially deepen readers’ understanding of a
critical time in U.S. history.” —Foreign Affairs “Joseph Lelyveld combines his long-honed
reporting experience with a historian’s eye firmly fixed on this important story… Chock full of
illuminating revelations… If you are faintly nauseated by the current state of American politics,
turn off the cable channel that appeals to your prejudices, and let Mr. Lelyveld take you to a
vastly more enlightening time when the main characters had plenty of flaws but also vastly
compensating bravery and vision.” —The Washington Times"Lelyveld’s storytelling skill, his
investigative thoroughness and his total dedication to historical fact remain evident throughout...
Intense and substantive." —The Buffalo News“Rarely has Franklin Delano Roosevelt been
portrayed with such steely-eyed insight… A deeply revealing look at a famously enigmatic
president… A masterful study of a masterful politician, a fresh look at one of the most beloved
and complex of presidents.” —BookPage“Meticulous… The author expertly puts together a
string of poignant clues to FDR's last acts… An elegant, affecting work that offers fresh insights
on a much-mythologized president.” —Kirkus, starred review“Joseph Lelyveld traces the last,
challenging months of FDR’s life with a pitch-perfect blend of meticulous reporting, careful
analysis, and deep humanity. For all that has been written about Roosevelt, this deeply-moving
book adds significantly to our understanding of that remarkable man.” —Gay Talese“With a
seasoned journalist’s built-in skepticism and a gifted historian’s scrupulous respect for evidence,
Joseph Lelyveld leads us deeper into Franklin Roosevelt’s 'thickly forested interior’ at the end of
his life than anyone has ever gone before. His Final Battle is now required reading for anyone
who wants to understand the twentieth century’s most consequential—and most mysterious—
president.” —Geoffrey C. Ward, author, The Roosevelts: An Intimate History"A spellbinding
example of the biographer’s craft, His Final Battle by Joseph Lelyveld paints a portrait of Franklin
Roosevelt as president, statesman, and commander in chief, frail and dying, but heroic in his
resolve to win the war and preserve the peace that would follow. Deftly interweaving the public
and the private, the political and the personal, making use of documents and details others had
neglected, Lelyveld offers us an unparalleled historical narrative of the last year of the war and
the dramatic story of a singular man and the unthinkable challenges he confronted in the final
months of his presidency and his life." —David Nasaw, author, The Patriarch: The Remarkable
Life and Turbulent Times of Joseph P. Kennedy“A masterpiece, in dramatic prose, combining
deep research, subtle imagination, and ingenious speculation, as well as a vivid analysis of ‘The
Great Tantalizer,’ the ‘devout utilitarian.’ His Final Battle is the work of a seasoned reporter/
historian, elegantly written, hard to put down and impossible to forget.” —Fritz Stern, author, Five
Germanys I Have Known“Powerful, clear-eyed, and briskly-told, Lelyveld’s account of the last
months of a 20th century colossus is great history. It’s a wonder Franklin Roosevelt was ever
able to get out of bed, let alone guide the Allies through the most perilous period the world had
ever known. If you think you knew FDR, think again—Joe Lelyveld brings him to fresh life, in all
his human dimensions.” —Timothy Egan, author,The Immortal Irishman“At once human and



analytical, His Final Battle illuminates the perplexing zone where personal fate and large
historical processes intertwine. The book offers a beautifully-realized, impossible to put down
chronicle making fresh connections that deepen understanding of FDR's closing confrontations
with crises of health and global leadership.” —Ira I. Katznelson, author ofFear Itself: The New
Deal and the Origins of Our Time 
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T. Lewis, “I didn't find it funny..... Okay, so I purchased this book and read the reviews. I read the
bad comments and thought it couldn't be that bad and you can't please everyone. I fully
believed that I would be one of those who found this book hilarious. I was wrong. I barely
chuckled more than twice. At first I was really disappointed and I had already began to write my
bad review in my mind. I mean, this is suppose to be Madea!!!! I LOVE Madea!!! When she
speaks, I laugh. It's almost like a reflex. But nope, didn't laugh at all. Thought some of it was a
bit corny.Well, I finished the book and decided that it failed miserably if it was supposed to make
me laugh. But....DAMN!!! It helped me to remember what was important. Forget the laughter.
The words of wisdom that I got from this book was more important than laughing. Sure, many of
the things said were things I'd heard before, but sometimes you need to be reminded. There
were issues that were directly related to my own life. Like I said, some of it was corny and over
done. BTW, Vaseline (which is simply a brand name for petroleum jelly) should give Tyler/Madea
a life time supply or some stock in the company, LOL. If you can ignore the outrageous
exaggerations and actually see the wisdom in the lesson (I wouldn't beat the hell out of my kids,
but I see many mistakes I made in trying harder to maintain a friendship than parenting as I
should have. The respect that children have for their parents should be on a different level than
that of a friend). My home should be peaceful. Thanks to Madea I'm taking back control. I'm not
gonna say "yes" when I mean "no". I learned that I'm not thin anymore and it's okay!! There's so
much more, but I think you should buy the book. Hey, you may even laugh although I cannot
make any promises about that. But I do promise you will learn or relearn some valuable life
lessons.”

Melonie Hill, “Don't Make A Black Women Take Off Her Earrings: Maria's Uninhibited
Commentaries on Love and Life. i loved this book. We need more Madras in this world. This
book made me laugh smile and feel good!”

Rachel, “She is so funny. This book will keep you laughing and have a big smile on your face.”

Lucaspearl, “how can you not love this?. I mean it is Tyler Perry as well as Madea. In some way
serious talk and in some ways goofy. Love reading it when I am out at my favorite restaurant
having a drink and snack.  Brightens up my day.  Well worth buying if you are a fan of either.”

L. Balog, “Tyler Perry's Madea is a wonderful character. My little sister told me about many of
Tyler Perry's movies. Madea seems to be a central figure, yet she isn't the main character in
most of the films. I found I looked more forward to her appearances on screen then the rest of
the cast. When I found that a book had been written based on Madea's philosophies on life. I
bought 2, one for me and one for my Little sister. Tyler Perry always has a good message,
leaning towards the good book. In fact Madea likes to quote the book of "Deuteronimo" (her



words, not mine) often. When I read her view on Jesus walking on water I about blew a lung out
laughing.. When she talks about ruining one of Josephine Baker's costumes, I decided then and
there to make sure I have had nothing to drink for about an hour before.. This is not a book for
children or conservatives.. Note that there is a liberal view on a certain medicinal plant.But, it all
seems tongue and cheek, not an endorsement.  I give it 4.5 stars, but not quite 5.”

Donovan Shaw, “Tyler Perry has done it once again!. Tyler Perry has impressed us once again
with him great take on the well known, loud-mouth black women, Madea. This time it is not a
movie, or a musical, its a book. A book about the ways of living life through the eyes of Madea. It
includes countless hours non stop laugh out loud enjoyment. I am a musical theatre artist (actor,
singer and dancer) so i can appreciate a good character when i see one. Even if your not
interested in reading, trust me, you won't want to put the book down! I give it five stars, well
thought out and hilarious. And hey, you'll never know, maybe you could actually learn a thing or
two from Madea, it is filled with amazing tips for the real world and life. I loved it... you'll love it.
Five stars all around.- Donovan L. ShawYou can find me at https://www.youtube.com/
donovanshaw thanks!”

V Williams, “Madea's Uninhibited Commentaries. I would recommend this book to all Tyler Perry
fans and to everyone who has never heard of him. This book is very funny and at the same time,
it deals with real life situations you hear or heard about growing up. Some of her commentaries
are a bit far fetched but the book is entertaining. I have ordered more copies of this book to give
to friends as gifts. I am a huge Tyler Perry/Madea fan.This book is written for all nationalities to
understand as Madea states in this book in the various chapters so that she can be understood .
I found myself reading and constantly laughing to myself or out loud at home or in public. I
cannot stress enough how entertaining this book is.  This book is worth the 5 stars and more!!!!”

V, “Tyler Perry does it again! Madea's uninhibited commentaries on love and life. Cheese on
bread! Dese cds real real funny. Dem had muh brekkin up. Madea is de Amurikun Lickmout Lou
an she lil bit like me (Hartensia Gruffoot) but olduh.English TranslationThis is the audio version
of Tyler Perry's book - Don't Make a Black Woman take off her earrings. Spread over 4 cds the
audio has you in stitches. If you like Tyler Perry this is a MUST HAVE!”

Mrs, “A very funny book. If you enjoy watching Tyler Perry playing .... A very funny book. If you
enjoy watching Tyler Perry playing Madea, this book will certainly have you laughing!”

Mrs Kirsten Hillman-Barnett, “Amazing Read. This is an amazingly funny book and gives a full
and pleasurable read feel down buy it. I would recommend it and have done to all our friends.
Brilliant, Fantastic, Amazing”

The book by Seth M. Siegel has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 618 people have provided feedback.
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